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suffered defeat on that occasion. And the historian may discover a
proportionate and consequential difference in the degree of violence
of the respective German and French reactions fifteen years after.
In the third place the historian may observe that the authors of the
French revolution of 1830 were not monomaniac votaries of that
pagan worship of a parochial community which was the religion of
Herr Hitler and his followers in the Germany of 1933. This last-
mentioned difference in the two situations is so great, and the en-
thronement of this religion as the orthodox and established faith of
Germany in 1933 was an event of such profound importance, that
the point deserves further consideration.
The worship of a parochial community by its members was not,
of course, by any means a new phenomenon in human history. On
the contrary, this had been the substance of the religion of Primitive
Man; and certain human societies had several times carried this
primitive religion with them—though this always with fatal con-
sequences—after entering upon the enterprise of civilization. This
form of paganism had been the religion, and the destruction, of the
long extinct Hellenic Civilization out of whose ruins the latter-day
Western Civilization had sprung. Again, among those civilizations
that were still extant in a.d. 1933, the pagan worship of a parochial
community was the religion of the Far Eastern Civilization in its
Japanese version; and in Japan—where it was the deepest cause of
the outbreak of 1931—this paganism was, as it had been in Hellas,
an anachronistic survival from the primitive past.1 In this respect,
the Western Society had started life with a happier religious heritage
than either its Japanese contemporary or its Hellenic predecessor;
for the chrysalis of the Western Society had been the Christian
Church, and Christianity, with its fundamental belief in the brother-
hood of all Mankind through the common fatherhood of one God,
was the antithesis of the pagan religion of Tribalism.2 It was under
1	This primitive Japanese cult of the Japanese community, which was
known as Shinto, had been refined and sophisticated, on the pattern of
Buddhism, after the introduction of the Mahayana into Japan in the sixth
century of the Christian Era, but had latterly been deliberately remodelled
into a deification of the Dynasty and the State, after the Westernizing revolu-
tion of a.d. 1868.
2	In its belief in the brotherhood of Mankind, the Christian Church was not
without forerunners. The sense, and to some extent even the practice, of this
brotherhood had grown up -within the framework of two 'universal states'—
the Achaemenian Empire and the Eoman Empire—which each played an
important part in the mundane antecedents of the Church; and Alexander the
Great seems to have caught a Pisgah sight of the ideal of universal fraternity
through his intimate view of the Achaemenian Empire while he was in the
process of destroying it.  On this point see W. W. Tarn, Alexander the Great

